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Dear youngster 

Along 28 pages you have gone over the most spectacular feat of mankind: to circumnavi-

gate the world, linking from east to west all the people of the earth. 

Today what takes place in the Philippines is immediately known to us through mass me-

dia advanced technology ; and to travel there is only a matter of hours, thanks to the pow-

er and speed of today’s means of transport; but we have to put ourselves in the situation of 

those men and women whose sole propeller was the wind,  catch by their ship sails, moving 

her towards an uncertain destiny. 

Months and years, hunger and diseases, storms, dead calms, shipwrecks, many dead on 

the way and few survivors was the cost accepted to reach new lands. 

But those Spaniards and and other subjects of the Spanish monarchy got their strenght 

by the willigness to increase their nation´s power and to spread their civilization, religion 

and  culture throughout the face of the earth. 

The sixteenth-century Spain was quite similar to the present one and everyone considered 

their home town as the most important. But they also envisioned that working together, 

they can contribute to the aggrandizement of the new nation beared by the Catholic Mo-

narchs: Spain, which become the world´s superpower for over two and that it is remem-

bered because history is knitted with the blood and mind of her men and women. 

After reading this comic, aimed at young and adults, keep in mind that we have a com-

mon past and present and that we should also strive to share a future. 

Kind regards 

Rafael Vidal 

Director of the Forum for Peace in the Mediterranean  



FORO PARA LA PAZ EN EL MEDITERRÁNEO 

 

On October 19, 2011, the Ayuntamiento de Málaga, the University of Malaga, the Cámara de Comercio de 
Málaga, the Real Club Mediterráneo, Unicaja, AECYR and www.belt.es signed a framework agreement on 
collaboration in order to give a legal force to the Foro, although its activity dates back several years before. 

The first clause of the agreement stipulates that the said institutions are aware of the need to search for mod-
els that shall guarantee stable co-existence as part of multilateralism where human relations are developed. 

The ultimate purpose of these models of stable co-existence is to build and ACHIEVE PEACE in Spain and 
other communities and regions with special impact on societies that maintain geographical, cultural and eco-
nomic ties or of any other nature.  
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